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Australians to re-open debate on republic

Canadian republicans expect a new referendum will help polls here

Toronto, July 26, 2007 - Citizens for a Canadian Republic (CCR) has joined Republic, their counterpart in
Britain, in welcoming Australian opposition leader Kevin Rudd's announcement that if elected later this year as
prime minister, he would hold a new referendum on replacing the monarchy with an Australian head of state. Mr.
Rudd's Australian Labor Party has consistently lead in public opinion since 2006 and is currently ahead 7
percentage points over incumbent Prime Minister John Howard and his governing coalition.

Australian republicans narrowly lost a referendum on the question in 1999 and, until now, a second one with a
more popularly acceptable formula had only garnered speculation.

In Canada, where support for ending the monarchy is at roughly 50 percent, the news is uplifting for a republican
movement anxious to see the debate heat up.

"Republicanism throughout the Commonwealth received an incredible boost by the 1999 initiative in Australia,"
said Tom Freda, CCR's national director. "Renewed debate there will surely increase both awareness of the
issue and knowledge of the options here in Canada."

CCR is a member of 'Common Cause', an alliance of republican movements in Australia, Britain, Canada and
New Zealand.
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ABOUT CITIZENS FOR A CANADIAN REPUBLIC

Citizens for a Canadian Republic is a registered non-partisan, not-for-profit organization that's been advocating
the Canadianization of the head of state since 2002. More information is available at CCR’s website.

LINKS
Kevin Rudd's announcement as reported in 'The Age' newspaper http://tinyurl.com/2564ub

Text of former Australian Republican Movement National Director Greg Barns' speech to CCR members in
Toronto http://www.canadian-republic.ca/speech_gb 6 17_03.html

Canadian polls on the monarchy/republic question http://www.canadian-republic.ca/polls.html

Quotations from Commonwealth heads of government on the monarchy question
http://www.canadian-republic.ca/commonwealth_leaders.html

Common Cause, an Alliance of Commonwealth Republican Movements
http://www.canadian-republic.ca/common_cause.html

MEDIA INQUIRIES

Citizens for a Canadian Republic

2100 Bloor Street West, Suite 6 - 146

Toronto, Ontario M6S 5A5

Phone(416)705-5660, Fax(416)532-3792 info@canadian-republic.ca www.canadian-republic.ca

CONTACTS

English

Tom Freda - (416)705-5660 or national.director@canadian-republic.ca

Francais

Pierre Vincent - (780)987-8663 or (780)988-0622 info@republique-canadienne.ca
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